InfoVis 2008 November 30, 2007

The opportunity

Chart Tamer

Designing a Fix fo

Stephen Few

Perceptual Edge
&
University of California, Berkeley

The problem The problem
Excel Charts * Useless chart types 6 .
An Extreme Makeover P

=5

[T T ——

'NEEERERY

.BEEBBEEE

ETEENER]

B B T TR W% 66

The problem _ The problem
posd

» Useless chart types o .  Useless chart types
» Missing chart types e L » Missing chart types

| 5 « Poor formatting defaults

|+

s e s s mm m 2004 Revenue & Expenses by Region
'mv;m;‘ Salary Ranges, Medlans, and Percentiles 5‘::':, Salary Ranges
B . .o e
,,,,, : = ..
= Zl b
e L
N 0 20t o0z 2w 04 ‘ 20 01 2002 200 2004 Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4

Copyright © 2008 Stephen Few 1



InfoVis 2008

The problem

* Useless chart types

» Missing chart types

« Poor formatting defaults
« Silly formatting options

2007 SALES
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e Missing chart types

» Poor formatting defaults
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* Poor colors

» No chart selection assistance
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The hope-filled anticipation

Dan Cory [dancory@exchange.microsoft.com)
You repsed on 9772005 10:44 AM.
Weas/7/2005 10:31 AM
sfew@perceptusledge.com

Steve -

Thanks. This was quite interesting and useful. | think you'l be pretty happy with some of the changes we are making for Office 12,
m

= some of the changes we are making |
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«for Office 12.
Two such anicles writen by others
hitp Jloffice microsoft comv/en- st 16891 x
http lioffice microsoft com/en-us/assistance/HAQ12006861033 aspx (about the author page with links 10 five articles)
Tm sure there'd be interest in some of your table matenal as well as charts.

If this interests you, send me  few topics and Il get you in touch wih our editors

Dan
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The offer

Stephen Few [sfew@perceptualedge.com]

Thasks for taking the tise to contact me. It's aice to have access to somsone who exercises
Influence over the design of Excel.

Beine the cenioresest oroduct that it fx. 1'd like Excel o provide som of the best vizual data

“17d like Excel| t
the best visual data presentation
functionality avai

h users through the process of selecting the right chart b
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More is not always better.
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The decision The constraints

eDon’t depart radically f
eDon’t write code that wo
eStick to what can be don

Voter Turmout per State Voter Tumout per State
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The original design — chart selection The original design — color
Chart Picker ®
1. Select the relationship(s) 3. Select the type of chart
you want to display. you want to use.
Simple Value Comparison Column

[ e | e

| Part-to-Whole/Ranking

- Dot and Strip |
Distribution *) Sdke L |
O Muiple
| Correlation Line ‘ A
2. Select what you want to feature. Box and Stock EEEE~-
Overall trends or patterns L [ — oo
Both of the above Scatter and Bubble e —
. [==]
Objects available for encoding data oy -
Combination = mm =
Vou wil presen a Sstibution relafisnship using bars in he form of a
Resat oK Cancel
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The original design — defaults The original design — formatting options
Format Data Point
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